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RECOGNIZING BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, Members of Congress who are
Eagle Scouts are taking to the floor of
the House of Representatives to say
thank you not only to the Boy Scouts
of America but to recognize and to
highlight our opportunity while in Boy
Scouts, and now, as Members of Con-
gress, to talk about how important the
Boy Scouts of America is to the youth,
the young men and young women of
this country, and, also, to highlight
the leadership that takes place every
single day in this country: men and
women who volunteer their time to
make sure that the Boy Scouts of
America are prepared and ready to
meet not only the times that we live in
but the advances of young people and
the challenges that they have.

Tonight, as an Eagle Scout of the
Eagle class of 1970, it is my oppor-
tunity to introduce Members of Con-
gress and then to follow up at the end
as we talk about how important Scout-
ing is.

Today, there are 1,262,311 boys in
Scouting from ages 6 to 10 in Cub
Scouts. There are 822,999 boys aged 11
to 17 in Boy Scouts of America and
Varsity Scouts. There are 119,268 young
men and young women between the
ages of 10 to 20 who are engaged in ex-
ploring based upon programs that may
be STEM or other Scouting programs.

As you see, Mr. Speaker, the Boy
Scouts of America is important to the
youth of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. COLLINS), who is
the head of our Scouting Caucus, and
the Eagle class of 1963.

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Hagle Scout PETE
SESSIONS for yielding. I am very hon-
ored to be standing with him today as
the co-chair of the Scouting Caucus,
along with Eagle Scout JIM COOPER
from Tennessee.

There are, in fact, 33 Eagle Scouts—
23 from the House of Representatives
and 10 from the Senate—currently
serving in the United States Congress.
But just as importantly, there are 150
Members of Congress who experienced
Scouting, whether as a youth, and, per-
haps, in the case of 33 progressing to
the rank of Eagle Scout, or, currently
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as myself does,
Scout leader.

Scouting was important to many of
us growing up. I think when a lot of us
look back on our lives and say what
was one of the larger impacts we had,
I can tell you, in my case, it was
Scouting.

And the same is true for my 24-year-
old Eagle Scout son. I can’t tell you
how many different camping trips my
son and I enjoyed together—what a
great bonding experience for a father
and a son coming right up through Cub
Scouts.

So for all of those Scouts today, as
Eagle Scout PETE SESSIONS indicated,
who are currently involved in Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts and Explorers,
Scouting is changing their lives, and it
is changing their lives for the better.

We have all heard the 12 points of the
Scout law. That is a compass for the
youth of America today, when they are
faced with tough decisions, to look at
those 12 points and remind themselves
that a Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obe-
dient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean,
and reverent. Those 12 points of the
Scout law are a compass for them to
live their life and make the right deci-
sions.

serving as an adult
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Many cases I referred to the first
three words of the Scout Oath, and we
can’t talk about them enough, those
first three words, ‘‘on my honor.”” That
is so important today for our youth to
have a compass, to understand what
honor is, and Scouting introduces them
to that.

But I will also tell you what Scout-
ing is. It is young men, young boys
having fun outdoors. Some say today
the problem with youth in America is
they have and they suffer from nature
deficit disorder: They don’t get outside
enough; they don’t know how to play
outdoors; they are stuck with their
electronic devices.

Well, Scouting gets the youth of
America outside. It is healthy. They
get to enjoy themselves, learn all kinds
of skills, but just the friendships that
they get within Scouting that, over a
lifetime, will help them as they become
the future leaders of America.

There are a disproportionate number
of leaders in America today who were
Scouts and, in fact, Eagle Scouts.
Today, in President Trump’s Cabinet,
we are honored as a country to have
four Eagle Scouts: Eagle Scout Rex
Tillerson, Secretary of State; Eagle
Scout Rick Perry, Secretary of Energy;
Eagle Scout Jeff Sessions, our current
Attorney General; and Eagle Scout,
Ryan Zinke, our Secretary of the Inte-
rior.

I will tell you, in most of their cases,
they would identify Scouting as a
major part of them growing up and,
maybe they didn’t know it at the time,
but giving them the life skills that
have served them to the point today
they are serving our Nation.
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We have 27 Members in the bipartisan
Scouting Caucus; many, but not all,
are Eagle Scouts. I think all of us are
proud to talk about our past as an
Eagle Scout, but we also remind peo-
ple, to this day, we are Eagle Scouts.

Once a year, our Chief Scout Execu-
tive, Mike Surbaugh, comes to Wash-
ington, D.C., to present a report on the
status of Scouting in the Nation today.
We have a great reception for our Chief
Scout Executive once a year to wel-
come him and Scouts from around the
country as they present to us the sta-
tus of Scouting in America today.

I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize
the last four presidents of the Boy
Scouts of America. Our current presi-
dent, Randall Stephenson, is the cur-
rent CEO of AT&T. He followed Bob
Gates, who was our Secretary of De-
fense; Wayne Perry, the vice chairman
of AT&T; and our own Secretary of
State, Rex Tillerson, when he was CEO
of Exxon, was the president of the Boy
Scouts of America.

So I think all of us today understand
the importance of Scouting in our lives
and, in many cases, just reflect back on
the fun that we had as young kids and
young adults.

Once every 4 years, all the Scouts in
America gather, with some from
around the world as well, at our na-
tional Scout jamboree. We currently
have a permanent Scout High Adven-
ture site in West Virginia at the Sum-
mit.

BEagle Scout PETE SESSIONS and I, as
well as others, 4 years ago, went to the
Summit. And you know what? We just
had fun. We went down the zip line. We
went on some of the other obstacle
courses. Even as adults, it was reliving
our youth. And we intend to go back
later in July for, every 4 years, as I
said, they have the national Scout jam-
boree. Somewhere in the neighborhood
of 40,000 Scouts from around the United
States will gather for approximately 1
week and just have a lot of fun, get to
meet others from around the country.

So that is what Scouting is. I can’t
think of a more healthy activity for
young men to be involved in, and, I
think, in many cases, certainly, the
moms of this world understand the im-
portant values that their sons are get-
ting, as well as the dads.

I can just tell you, I am happy to
stay involved in Scouting. As the co-
chair of the Eagle Scout Caucus, I am
proud to remind people I am today an
Eagle Scout. And we also have fun
shaking hands with our Ileft hand.
That’s how Scouts do it, the hand clos-
est to our heart.

I was with our Secretary of State in
Alaska a week ago and went to intro-
duce myself. He put out his right hand
to shake hands, as adults do, and I said:
“No, sir, Mr. Secretary. As one Eagle
Scout to another, we are going to
shake hands the right way, with our
left hands.” He got a big smile on his
face because he knew exactly what I
was talking about.

So Eagle Scout PETE SESSIONS, I
want to thank you for giving me the
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opportunity to talk a little bit about
Scouting today in our Congress. Thank
you for your leadership in our Special
Order tonight, and I look forward to
hearing from our other Members of
Congress, fellow Eagle Scouts. I know
it impacted their life.

Thank you again for your leadership
tonight.

Mr. SESSIONS. Eagle Scout CHRIS
CoLLINS, thank you very much.

By the way, one of those presidents
of the Boy Scouts of America was Ed
Whitacre. When I was at AT&T, Mr.
Whitacre led the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, understanding how important it is.

Ladies and gentlemen, the gentleman
from Texas, the chairman of the House
Financial Services Committee, the
gentleman from Dallas, Texas, is also
an Eagle Scout. JEB HENSARLING not
only is a bright, young, thoughtful, ar-
ticulate leader in the United States
Congress, he is Eagle Class of 1971.

Chairman HENSARLING, as an BEagle
Scout, not only distinguished himself
to Scouting, but also, that led him to
Texas A&M University and then, fur-
ther, to the University of Texas Law
School. He is a young man who not
only deeply believes in his country and
his God, but he believes in the things
that have brought him forward to be-
come a leader in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas, Eagle Scout JEB HEN-
SARLING.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
certainly thank the gentleman for
yielding.

I have had many opportunities in my
career to come to this House floor and
speak about topics of great impor-
tance, but few are as near and dear to
my heart as is Scouting.

So, one, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York for his leader-
ship and the gentleman from Texas for
his leadership and keeping Scouting
alive not only in their hearts, but in
the heart of the House and in the
hearts of so many young men in Amer-
ica today.

Mr. Speaker, as I think about my
own life, I think how terribly blessed I
have been. I think about the molders of
my character, and, certainly, I thank
the Lord for the blessing of being able
to worship Him in the land of the free.
And I think about the impact my
church has had upon my life.

I think how blessed I am to have par-
ents like Charles and Ann Hensarling,
who raised me in College Station,
Texas, and how proud I am to be my
mother’s son and how proud I was to be
my late father’s son. But I also think
about what Scouting meant as a mold-
er of my character.

Mr. Speaker, that is not what origi-
nally drew me to Scouting. I was origi-
nally drawn to the fun of it, to the high
adventure, to the camping trips, to
those Capture the Flag games that
went on to the wee hours of the morn-
ing. Little did I know how long one
could actually hunt for a snipe back in
the early days of my Scouting career.
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And so I was drawn to Indian lore and
canoeing and camping, and that was so
exciting to me.

So when I think about my Scouting
career, Mr. Speaker, I think about, you
know, the fun I had. I think about the
friendships. There are people I haven’t
seen for decades, but, you know, I
think about a friend by the name of
Dennis Gary, whom I haven’t seen in
decades. But if I saw him tomorrow, I
would know him because I would know
him through his heart, because we ex-
perienced Scouting together, and so
many others.

I think about the many practical
things I learned in my Scouting career.
I hope I never fall into a hole and break
an arm, but if I did, even today at my
ripe old age, I could still tie a one-
handed bowline. I still know how to do
that.

I hope I am never lost in the forest
for days on end, but, you know, Mr.
Speaker, I know that, as distasteful as
it would be, I could survive off of cat-
tail root and dandelion leaves because
that is what Scouting taught me.

So Scouting is about fun; it is about
friendship; but it was about practical
things that I learned. Mr. Speaker,
there is even a far more important as-
pect to Scouting, and that is values,
the values that we learned.

So even today, as a Member of Con-
gress, I know how important it is to be
prepared, to be prepared before I come
to this House floor and try to convince
fellow Members of this august body on
actions that we should take in the life
of a great nation.

As we deal with so many issues about
the lives of a great nation, I also re-
member, for example, somebody who
wasn’t in the Boy Scouts—my wife. I
know back in Dallas, Texas, almost
every week of her life she is driving
some indigent cancer patient to their
treatments.

I reflected that, although as Members
of Congress we deal with matters of
great importance that impact millions
and millions of people, I have got to
tell you, my wife, back in Dallas,
Texas, does a good turn daily. It re-
minds me that I learned in Scouting
how important it is to help one human
life at a time and to do a good turn
daily.

When I look upon my colleagues here
in Congress today, I think about a cer-
tain colleague, and I am not going to
mention his name, but a colleague who
at one time wasn’t quite keeping up
with his diet. He wasn’t quite keeping
up with his exercise. Although he had
young children, he had a heart attack,
and we almost lost this colleague, but
he came back. It is a reminder how im-
portant it is to keep ourselves phys-
ically strong for our children, for our
parents, for our colleagues, and for our
friends. That is something I learned in
Scouting, Mr. Speaker.

I think about another friend whose
wife almost was lost when she was di-
agnosed with a very serious form of
cancer, stage IV. But there was an
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oncologist here in this area, in the
Washington area, who was on the cut-
ting edge of cancer research that saved
her life, and she was—the percentages
against her, there was a 99 percent
chance she wouldn’t make it, but she
did because somebody decided to be
mentally awake. That is something
else I learned in Scouting, Mr. Speaker,
how important it is to be mentally
awake.

And one day, when I leave this insti-
tution, some of the finest people I have
ever met in life I know will have served
in the United States of House of Rep-
resentatives, but, unfortunately, a cou-
ple of them represent the worst. A cou-
ple of them have turned in their pin
stripes for prison stripes because some-
how they lost their way.

In Scouting, we are taught to orient
a map with a physical compass, but we
are also taught to orient the map of
life with a moral compass. So I learned
in Scouting how important it was to be
morally straight, to have that internal
compass to guide us at all times.

So I will admit, I am not proud of the
fact, Mr. Speaker, but you know what?
The words, over the years, occasionally
they are a little rusty to me. I don’t
quite recite them as I once did. I don’t
always recite the words: ‘“‘On my honor,
I will do my best to do my duty to my
God and my country, to obey the Scout
Law, to help others at all times, to
keep myself physically strong, men-
tally awake, and morally straight.”

So, yes, Mr. Speaker, occasionally
the words are a little rusty, but the
principles are as alive to me today as
they were almost half a century ago
when I first entered Scouting and fol-
lowed that career all the way up to
Eagle Scout, something I am so, so
very proud of today.

So, Mr. Speaker, I hope anybody who
is watching the proceedings at this
time will, again, understand how valu-
able Scouting is to all of us. It is not
just important to my own personal life.
It is important to the life of a great na-
tion.

Our first President, the Father of our
Country, said that you cannot have a
free society which is not a moral soci-
ety. Scouting helps make certain we
have a moral society.

[ 1815

So I think of the fun, I think of the
friendship, I think of the lessons, but,
most importantly, I think about that
moral compass for the map of life that
has guided me and, with Scouting to
come in the future, will guide the life
of this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Dallas for his leadership, I thank
him for his friendship, I thank him for
all he means for Scouting, and I thank
him for yielding to me.

Mr. SESSIONS. Chairman HEN-
SARLING, Eagle Scout, class of 1971,
thank you very much.

Mr. Speaker, I hold a Scoutbook,
something I call the second good book.
Of course, we know in Scouting, the
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good book is the Bible; but to Scouters,
also the second good book is the Boy
Scout Handbook. This was given to me
in 2010 by Bob Mazzuca, who is our
chief Scout executive, and he gave it to
me with really a guide to my life to
continue down that pathway of talking
about Scouting in great ways. And that
is what we are doing tonight.

I acknowledge that we not only have
JOHN GARAMENDI, who is an BEagle
Scout, class of 1960, who will be speak-
ing in a bit, but on a bipartisan basis,
this body has young people, young men
who understood why they got into
Scouting. They understood about their
life. They certainly understand it now.

At this time I would like to bring
forth Eagle Scout FRENCH HILL, 1972,
from Arkansas, a relatively new Mem-
ber of Congress, not only a mature
man, but a man who comes with the
proxy of knowledge of what Boy Scout-
ing has helped provide him.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman

from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), an Eagle
Scout.
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank

Chairman SESSIONS for holding this
Special Order. It means, I think, a lot
not only to the Scouts that are here in
the House of Representatives and the
Senate to recognize the importance of
Scouting to our country, but to all the
mothers, fathers, and Scouts that are
seeing this proceeding on C-SPAN or
will hear about it to realize that they
are participating in something that is
very special.

I mean, I think of Scouting, really,
Mr. Speaker, as a gift to the country
for all of the reasons that the previous
speakers have noted. I can’t think
about Scouting without thinking about
what it has meant to me, Chairman
SESSIONS, and influencing on my young
life. Role models is the first thing that
comes to mind with Scouting.

I think about my dad—who was not
an Eagle Scout. He was a Sea Scout—
and he ended up being basically a Life
Scout for life, as people say in Scout-
ing. But nobody was more influential
to me in my youth than my dad—cur-
rently 91 years old—a Scout still at
heart, and all the experiences we had
together, how we bonded as father and
son, and how, when I went off to col-
lege, Mr. Speaker, he continued to be a
role model and adult leader for young
men for years to come.

That is the kind of person that is in
every one of our communities all over
this country, helping mold our young
people through the Scouting program.

Mr. Speaker, Scouting was my first
paid job. I worked at a Scout camp. I
earned, I believe, something like $10 a
week, plus room and board, of course.
It is when I first learned who FICA was
because, at $10 a week, I wanted to
know who took this $2 out of my $10
check. So I learned my first lesson
about Federal economic policy and who
FICA was as a Boy Scout working at
the end of a very dusty parking lot for
7 weeks in the hot summer of Arkan-
sas, teaching, pioneering, cooking, and
camping merit badges.
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But I think of other adults besides
my dad. I think about Angelo Coppola
and Fred Bean, both constituents of
mine now that I serve in the people’s
House who were camp directors at that
camp where I was a very happy em-
ployee and Scout for those summers in
the early 1970s.

So Scouting is about role models.
Scouting is about character building,
and that starts that relationship, I
think, between our moms and our dads
that are involved in the Scouting pro-
gram, and what we give to kids today.
And, boy, do we need that character de-
velopment.

The Boy Scouts of America was
formed in 1910 and was inspired by
British war hero Robert S.S. Baden-
Powell of the Scouting program started
back in the U.K. A lot of people today
who are involved in Scouting, even at
this moment, Mr. Speaker, don’t know
that the U.S. Congress presented a law
to Woodrow Wilson, who signed it in
1916, chartering the Boy Scouts of
America.

We are chartered by the United
States Congress, and what a special
feeling it is for all of us who are Scouts
in Congress today to recognize that
something that was so important to
our youth was, in fact, chartered by
the body that we serve in today.

In the early 20th century, Baden-
Powell was thinking about how to ex-
pand army youth training with a place
for all boys to dedicate their efforts to
peace, not war, and he wanted Scouting
to improve boys’ lives by building their
character, physical fitness, and out-
door skills.

He put a premium on bringing boys
together from all walks of life, mixing
boys from the elite prep schools and
boarding schools with those in working
class homes. And we do that today, Mr.
Speaker. We bring boys from all back-
grounds into the character-building ex-
ercises of Scouting.

Mr. CoLLINS, a few minutes ago,
talked about the importance of outdoor
recreation, and that was certainly
what brought me in. My interest in
Scouting was outdoor recreation. When
you think about it, in 1910, people were
moving off the farm. People were ur-
banizing. We were passing laws on child
labor. We were trying to make sure our
boys coming off the farm away from
home would have a good set of role
models. So Scouting was so important
to that urban youth that they get char-
acter and that outdoor experience.

And while that was a big deal back in
1910, I would argue, as CHRIS COLLINS
did today, that it is a big deal now. He
talked about a nature deficit. There is
no doubt that we have that today, just
as we did in some people’s views back
in 1910.

In 2005, Leonard Sax wrote a seminal
book that I urge not only all of our
Members to read, but people watching
these proceedings to read, ‘‘Boys
Adrift,” where he argued that the lack
of experiential learning and free play-
time—particularly outdoors—in our
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childhood is diminishing our effective-
ness in learning as managers and our
interpersonal relationships.

In 2008, Richard Louv wrote a book
called ‘‘Last Child in the Woods,”
where he argued that unstructured out-
door playtime is critical to childhood
development.

Well, that is exactly what Scouting
does. It provides outdoor recreation,
something I think is essential to child-
hood development; something that we
have lost because of not only urbaniza-
tion, but our changing behavior.

One recent nature conservancy poll
found that only 10 percent of American
teens spend time outside every day. I
can’t imagine on a day where the sun
was shinning when I was a teenager
that I ever spent any time indoors. My
parents were always on the hunt:
Where is he? He is outside somewhere.

According to research by the Harvard
School of Public Health, American
adults spend less time outdoors than
they do inside vehicles; less than 5 per-
cent of their day.

So I think the scientific research
says our boys and our girls need out-
door recreation. They need experiential
learning. This is what is the core of the
Scouting program. Like air and water,
our wild places, our National Parks are
essential to the education of our chil-
dren and have greatly benefited the
Boy Scouts and the Scouting experi-
ence. I can’t imagine what my life
would be like without that Scouting
experience in terms of my love of the
outdoors.

The second thing that attracted me
to Scouting was the leadership oppor-
tunities. Baden-Powell said he wanted
to be boy-driven. And here, 101 years
after President Wilson signed the Boy
Scouts of America into law, Scouting
prides itself, Mr. Speaker, on being
boy-driven, kid-driven. That is how we
teach responsibility, character, and
leadership.

I like this famous list, Mr. SESSIONS,
that we use at so many Eagle Scout
ceremonies called ‘100 Scouts.”

Mr. Speaker, of 100 Scouts, people
who participate in Scouting:

Thirty will drop out their first year,
but they will remember the program
fondly.

Twelve will be from a family that has
no religious organization or religious
membership, and many will begin their
first contact with the need to be mor-
ally straight and have, at their heart, a
belief in God; 12 will be touched by the
Scouting program.

Five will go on to earn their religious
award from whatever faith tradition
they have.

One will use their Scouting skills to
save a life.

One will credit Scouting skills for
saving their own life.

Eighteen will develop a lifelong
hobby.

Eight will find their vocation
through the exploration of the merit
badge work they did as a Scout.

Seventeen will later become Scout
leaders, like all of our Members here
on this floor tonight.
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Four will become an Eagle Scout.

Four out of that 100, Mr. Speaker,
will earn the rank of Eagle Scout, and
at least one will say they value earning
that Eagle award more than their col-
lege degree.

When it comes to the role that
Scouting plays, it is something that I
am so proud of because I have a Scout
in Troop 30 in St. Paul’s Methodist
Church in Little Rock, and I am so
proud of the work that he has done on
that trail toward Eagle. He is in the
middle of planning his project now to
combine his love of golf and Scouting.
It is a service project at The First Tee
of Central Arkansas in Little Rock,
and I reflect it on the value of these
Eagle projects across our communities
in all 50 of our States and around the
world.

Just in America, using 2014 data,
about 150—140 people earn their Eagle
rank a day in the United States. And in
2014, they spent 8.1 million hours, Mr.
Speaker, on their Eagle Scout project,
benefiting our towns, our communities,
all over this country.

In the nonprofit world, if you applied
a typical pay rate to that, a project
rate that the independent sector uses
of about $23 an hour, that is $188 mil-
lion in public service value our Eagle
Scouts have contributed across this
country.

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell Mr. SES-
SIONS how much I appreciate his taking
time to highlight Scouting, and the
value of Scouting to our town and our
communities, but, more importantly,
to our families at creating that sense
of character that we have talked about
tonight.

I am one of those people that values
my Eagle Scout award, dating back to
1972, from Troop 27, at Our Lady of the
Holy Souls Catholic Church in Little
Rock. And I am so proud that this
many years later I still have the abil-
ity to support my son who is on that
Eagle trail, and have the support of my
dad that many long years after 1972 and
my Eagle award because, in our family,
we believe in a good turn daily. We be-
lieve in the Scout law. We believe in
the Scout oath. And if there is one
thing you need to do to survive in Con-
gress, you have got to be prepared.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate Mr. SES-
SIONS for the opportunity to share
these comments in support of Scout-
ing. I thank the gentleman for his serv-
ice to the National Eagle Scout Asso-
ciation and his long service to Circle
Ten Council in Dallas, Texas.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, Eagle

Scout Congressman FRENCH HILL,
Eagle class of ‘72, thank you very
much.

It is with great distinction now that
I recognize Congressman Eagle Scout
JIM BRIDENSTINE, 1991. It was about a
week ago that Eagle Scout Bridenstine
came up to me and said: Pete, I want
you to know that my son is involved in
Scouting, and I deeply believe in it, but
I think we ought to get together here.

So it actually is Eagle Scout JiM
BRIDENSTINE who said: Let’s get to-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

gether our Eagle Scouts and talk about
it.

And I hope that the gentleman will
have a chance to come on July 24 or so,
as Eagle Scout Members of Congress,
along with Senator MIKE ENZI, and per-
haps others—my Down syndrome son,
Eagle Scout Alexander Gregory Ses-
sions, Troop 890, Lake Highlands,
Texas, will join me—that you, too,
with your son, may be able to go with
us to the reserve and do that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. BRIDENSTINE), a
distinguished Eagle Scout.

[ 1830

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congressman Eagle Scout Chair-
man PETE SESSIONS for his great intro-
duction. It is an absolute honor to be
here.

About a week ago, I said I would like
to get the Eagle Scouts together on the
floor of the House of Representatives
and talk about what it means to us to
be Eagle Scouts, reflect on our history
and our tradition and how great this
institution has been for the United
States of America for all of these years
and how we must make sure that this
institution stays strong for the years
to come. When I brought that to the
gentleman’s attention, he said, abso-
lutely, we will do it. I didn’t talk to
him again, and today we are doing it. I
didn’t have to ask twice.

As chairman of the Scouting Caucus
here in the House of Representatives,
the gentleman has led in a tremendous
way. We have seen so many Eagle
Scouts come to the Capitol, and he al-
ways gets all of us together and always
has us talk face-to-face with the
Scouts—not just Eagle Scouts—and en-
courage them from the earliest days of
their Scouting careers.

I want to thank him for his leader-
ship, because a lot of people could chair
this committee, but he hasn’t just
chaired it; he has led it, and that re-
flects greatly on him.

When I think about my days as a
Scout, I go all the way back to my Cub
Scout days. In fact, it was even before
I was a Scout. My brother was a year
older than me, so he got to be a Cub
Scout before I was a Cub Scout.

He got to participate in this new
thing that was going on in the lives of
the Bridenstines called the pinewood
derby. He had this little car—a block of
wood with some nails and some
wheels—and we watched that car
streak from the very top of the track
and come to a screeching halt where
the track leveled out. In fact, this lit-
tle blue car didn’t even make it to the
end of the track.

Of course, all of these other Scouts
had all their fancy cars that had their
rounded wheels and graphite on the
nails and all of the weights put in the
car. We didn’t know to do any of that.

So my brother, John Bridenstine,
who was a Cub Scout before I was a Cub
Scout, had to endure the pain of being
a Scout and wanting to have the fast-
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est car, and his didn’t even make it to
the end of the track.

Well, I will tell you this. There was a
Life Scout named Wayne Bridenstine,
who was our dad. He was not going to
allow any of our cars to ever again not
make it to the end of the track. So we
went to work trying to learn every-
thing we could about this pinewood
derby.

We engineered a couple of what I
think are the greatest cars in Amer-
ican Scouting history. The next year,
the Bridenstine boys won first place
and second place going forward. We
won first place and second place in—I
don’t remember which—but we re-
versed it going backwards. So we went
from having a car that didn’t even
reach the end of the track to winning
the pinewood derby.

Many years later, now I have my own
son. He is in Cub Scouts and he does
the pinewood derby. I committed to
him the same thing my dad committed
to us back in those days: We are going
to win the pinewood derby.

The first year we did it, we had great
success. The second year, Dad got a lit-
tle, maybe, overaggressive in his engi-
neering. Maybe we put the weights a
little too far back. As that car came
down, it got really unstable and it wob-
bled. There were a couple of times it
barely made it to the end of the track.

But I will tell you this. The relation-
ship that I had with my dad and that
my brother had with our dad and that
was necessary to pull us from not even
finishing the race to winning the race
and now the relationship with my son,
Walker Bridenstine, are things that are
important in our family and will be for
many years to come.

So those are some of my first ideas.

Of course, Cub Scouts led to the
Arrow of Light. The very next progres-
sion is to become a Boy Scout. So we
searched a number of different troops
across Arlington, Texas, and Fort
Worth, Texas. We were in the Longhorn
Council at the time. We eventually set-
tled on Troop 83.

I remember some of the leaders of the
troop. Coach Wasden was a football
coach at Hutcheson Junior High. That
was somebody who was intense. He was
serious about Scouts. Boy, if you were
going to move up in rank, you were
going to prove to him that you have
done what was required.

Of course, earning merit badges was
important to all of us who were trying
to move up the ranks. I will never for-
get the first summer camp that we
went on. My brother and I were not
able to go to the summer camp that
our troop went on. So we went to this
thing called the Maverick Camp, where
we went with a bunch of Scouts we
didn’t even know, but we had a great
time.

I am not going to lie to you; it was a
challenge. I was in fifth grade. My
brother was in sixth grade. It was the
middle of August in Texas. We will just
say the middle of August in Texas. It
was just as hot at midnight as it was at
the noon hour.
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We sweat a lot. We worked hard. We
got seven merit badges that summer.
That was intense. We didn’t know you
weren’t supposed to get that many. We
showed up back at our troop for the
court of honor and people were shocked
that we got seven. No wonder it was so
hard. Nobody told us not to get seven
merit badges in one summer camp.

These are some of the memories I
had. My brother and I were really chal-
lenged and we got that done. The next
summer, we did three or four merit
badges and had a lot more fun. These
are some of the memories.

I was the chaplain’s aid. As the chap-
lain’s aid, one of the things that I
prayed for most was that the chaplain
would show up on the campout so I
wouldn’t have to do the public speak-
ing in front of everybody. And here I
am now as a Member of Congress who
publicly speaks as a living. That is one
of the things the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica gave me: the ability to stand before
an audience and tell people what was
on my mind.

My leadership experience was as the
chaplain’s aid. My brother was the sen-
ior patrol leader for Troop 83. I was in
the Arrow of Light patrol. He was in
the Bison Patrol. He was the senior pa-
trol leader.

Summer camp after summer camp
and all the things we heard, here is, I
think, one of the important things that
people need to remember: The Boy
Scouts of America is an institution
that trains leaders. You might not rec-
ognize it when you are in it because
you believe you are just having fun,
but then there come those moments in
life when you really need to lean on the
things that you learned as a Boy Scout,
and it doesn’t even dawn on you until
later that you actually learned these
things as a Boy Scout.

After I graduated from college, I
joined the United States Navy. I be-
came a pilot. Of course, one of the
things we have to do is survival, eva-
sion, resistance, and escape. In this
process, we have to live in the woods
for a period of time. We have to figure
out how we are going to survive and
evade for a week. During this time, you
have to live based on the things that
you see around you. You have to be
able to start a fire.

Some of these basic things I was able
to do that all the peers around me had
no ability to do because they did not
have the life experiences in the Boy
Scouts of America.

We had to be able to cook a rabbit,
something that I had done before and
something that my peers, also Navy pi-
lots, had not done. We had to able to
land navigate with a map and a com-
pass, which, to me, was second nature
because I had done it for years trying
to get to my rank of Eagle. But for so
many people, it was a foreign concept
to use a map and a compass to land
navigate from point A to point B.

I remember one group navigated
point to point. Our group said: We
don’t want to go point to point because
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if we miss the point, we won’t know we
missed the point. So we are going to in-
tentionally offset, hit the river, and
then we are going to know exactly
where we are. Of course, we didn’t miss
the point. We knew where we were
going.

But some of my peers who did not
have the experiences I had went well
beyond the point and didn’t know they
had gone down the point, then they had
to come back. I could have told you
that was going to happen because it
had happened to me previously as
somebody who was in the Boy Scouts
of America.

These are very real-life experiences
that you look back on and say: Why
was I able to do this? I was able to do
it because I was in the Boy Scouts of
America.

You also look back and say there are
things that are intangible, things that
are not specific. I heard Eagle Scout
JEB  HENSARLING today—chairman,
Congressman, Eagle Scout—talk about
tying a bowline in one hand and how he
doesn’t anticipate finding himself at
the bottom of a cliff with a broken
arm, but if he did, he would be able to
tie a one-handed bowline and somebody
would be able to pull him out. Cer-
tainly, that is exactly the same kind of
thing that I learned when I was going
through the same program.

Just a couple of weeks ago, Walker
Bridenstine, my son, had to learn how
to tie a bowline. I was trying to teach
him how to tie a bowline the old-fash-
ioned way. I simply couldn’t do it.
When I tried to tie it as a one-handed
bowline, I was able to do it. It just
stuck with me all of these years.

So, again, these are specific skills.
But the leadership, the ability to lead
people are things that the Boy Scouts
teach you. You apply these things
every day in your life, and you don’t
even know you are doing it.

I will also say that, as employers, we
look for leaders when we are trying to
find whom we are going to hire. We see
over and over again employers looking
to hire Eagle Scouts from the Boy
Scouts of America.

So there might be somebody today
who is watching this maybe on C-
SPAN, maybe on the internet; and
maybe you are a Boy Scout, maybe you
are a Cub Scout, maybe you are not
sure if you are going to stick it out. I
will tell you this. Every interview I
have ever gone on, I had a resume. On
that resume was included the fact that
I was an Bagle Scout. Even when I was
applying for college, I put on my re-
sume and in all of my extracurricular
classes that I was an Eagle Scout. I
would highly encourage anybody that
is maybe at a lower rank but working
hard to attain that Eagle, finish your
Eagle Scout.

My dad was a Life Scout. He moved
when he was a Life Scout. He never fin-
ished his Eagle. His brother, JiM
BRIDENSTINE, my uncle, did finish his
Eagle Scout. Of course, my brother and
I both finished our Eagle Scout, and
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now our kids are in Scouts, and we are
going to do everything we can to help
them finish their Eagle Scout.

Not only did I put it on every re-
sume, not only on all of my college ap-
plications, I will tell you, I also ran for
Federal office. The first thing I did in
my campaign commercials is tell peo-
ple: My name is JIM BRIDENSTINE, and I
am an Eagle Scout. Before I told them
that I went to college or before I told
them that I was a Navy pilot, I told
them that I was an Eagle Scout.

I think it is important for people to
understand that some folks have a de-
sire from an early age to achieve. When
employers look at a resume, when vot-
ers look at somebody running for of-
fice, they want to see that.

I will tell you, there was somebody
who came into my office not too long
ago wanting a job. I had a number of
great candidates. It was nearly impos-
sible for me to pick which one. We all
know this: When you get to be a Mem-
ber of Congress, you get hundreds of re-
sumes the next day.

I was getting down to the end, and I
was trying to figure out which one. I
got down to three. When they left my
office, one of the three said this: One
other thing I need to let you know; I
am an Eagle Scout.

That did it for me. I knew at that
point that this young man had com-
mitted himself to something much big-
ger than himself from an early age.
That person now works in my office.

I look for that. I know employers
across this country look for that. It
speaks volumes to the character and
the training of the individual. That
will continue.

I will tell you, when you think about
all of the astronauts in the United
States of America, the 316 or so of
them in the history of the United
States of America, 40 of them were
Eagle Scouts. That is not by accident.
I will tell you that is a much higher
percentage than the number of Eagle
Scouts who are produced in the Boy
Scouts of America, and it is certainly a
much higher percentage than the num-
ber of Eagle Scouts that exist in the
population of the United States of
America. So this is something that em-
ployers look for.

I took my 11-year-old son to the Air
Force Academy just about a month
ago. I took some brochures about what
it takes to get into the Air Force Acad-
emy. There is all kinds of stuff in there
about being an athlete and being a
great student, but one of the six cri-
teria that they look for is: Are you an
Eagle Scout at the Air Force Academy
of the United States of America?

I would also argue they probably
look for the same thing at West Point
and the Naval Academy. These are
things that employers look for, that
schools look for, that the military
looks for. These are the character
issues that are important.

So if you are in Scouting today, my
encouragement to you is to finish, get
your Eagle Scout. If you are below the
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age of 18 and you have still got time, I
would encourage you to join and get
your Eagle Scout. It has been impor-
tant for me. It has been important for
my brother. It has been important for
my family.
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My uncle Jim’s son, Shane, my cous-
in, is also an Eagle Scout. This is a tra-
dition of the Bridenstine family, and I
would encourage you to make it a tra-
dition in yours.

Mr. Chairman, I just want to say
thank you for your leadership and
thank you for leading this effort.

Mr. SESSIONS. Eagle Scout JIM
BRIDENSTINE, Member of Congress from
Oklahoma, Eagle Class 1991, thank you
very much.

The Scouting stories of leadership, of
character, and of opportunity began in
my life with my father, who was an
Eagle Scout. His father, Dr. Will A.
Sessions, in 1947 wrote the original God
and Country Award Handbook. I want-
ed to be an Eagle Scout because of my
dad. I have two young sons: William
Steele Sessions II, who is an Eagle
Scout, age 27; and Alexander Gregory
Sessions, a Down syndrome young
man, an Eagle Scout, who is 23. Scout-
ing is in our blood, we believe it, but it
is also in family  blood. JIM
BRIDENSTINE spoke about it, and CHRIS
CoOLLINS spoke about the Eagle Class of
‘63.

This other next young man who is
here will talk about Scouting and what
a difference it makes. I wish we had
hours, Mr. Speaker, but the rules allow
1 hour. He is a young man from Penn-
sylvania, Eagle Scout GLENN “GT”
THOMPSON. I had an opportunity to go
to Pennsylvania with the Chief Scout
Executive and give GT THOMPSON his
National and Distinguished Eagle
Scout Award and pin him.

GLENN’s wife is a Scouting widow.
She is proud of her Eagle Scout sons,
but she knows that the weekends are
made for Scouting.

GT THOMPSON is a man who will be
with me again at the Summit Bechtel
Reserve this year for the Scouting
Jamboree.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Chairman, I thank you so much for
this opportunity. It is great to have a
distinguished brother Eagle Scout like
yourself.

Mr. Speaker, Scouting has been a
part of my family—or I have been part
of the Scouting family, actually, since
I was 11 years old. When I was 11 years
old, my mom and dad did an amazing
thing; they did what today I would call
a good turn. It was really an amazing
turn. They actually opened their home
up—and this was appropriate since we
are talking about a lot of foster youth
this week, kids that grew up in foster
families. They opened our family up to
a boy that was just 2 years older than
I, Bob. Bob came as a foster brother,
and he is still my brother today.
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Bob has some special needs. Bob had
been bouncing around foster care
homes his whole life, but when he came
to our house, he didn’t bounce any-
more. He stuck. Like I said, he became
my brother and is my brother today.

My mom and dad made a promise to
him. One of the positive things that
happened to Bob in the home he had
been living in prior to coming to our
home was that he got involved in a Boy
Scout Troop. That Boy Scout Troop ex-
perience did amazing things for Bob. It
really did. It was life changing for him
because it allowed Bob to have success
experiences, to enjoy the outdoors, and
to flourish with things that he really
developed a passion for.

As an 1ll-year-old younger brother, I
lucked out. When mom and dad took
Bob back over a couple of valleys to
the Scout Troop where he was associ-
ated with—there was no Scout Troop in
my hometown at the time—I got to tag
along. I was 11 years old, and I never
looked back.

I have been involved in Scouting
since I have been 11 years old. I went
on to achieve and earn my Eagle Scout
Award. I have served as a Chapter Chief
and a Juniata Lodge Chief in the
Monocan Lodge in the Juniata Valley
Council with the Order of the Arrow. I
went on to be a Scout Master for 30
years.

One of the hardest parts about com-
ing to Congress was the fact that I
wasn’t going to be home to be able to
work with those youth leaders who
were leading the troop for Scout meet-
ings, campouts, and events on the
weekend. That was the hardest part
about taking this job because I had
been a Scout Master for almost 30
yvears. I had trained Scout Masters, I
was a course director, and I had served
my council as a council president.

I am still involved with Scouting. I
was back at my old stomping ground at
the Seven Mountains Scout Camp in
Spring Mills, Pennsylvania, on Sunday
for an Eagle Scout court of honor. Here
is the cool part of that: at that site
over 70 years ago, my father-in-law re-
ceived his Eagle Scout Award. Now, I
am not saying it should be a pre-
requisite for picking out a wife that
her dad is an Eagle Scout, but it
worked out okay for me. It wasn’t a
bad thing.

So Scouting has been a big part of
our family. My wife, Penny, has been a
Cub Scout leader and a committee
member, and, yes, a Scouting widow
when our three sons and I, at different
times, would pack up and go off to
camp and High Adventure. Sometimes
she would come along, actually. A lot
of times she was left at home. Unfortu-
nately, she was there to accept all the
dirty laundry at the end of the week-
end or the week, but she is just as
much a Scouting leader. When I think
about a great Scouting leader, my wife,
Penny, comes to mind with what she
has done.

I enjoy the opportunities to go out to
Eagle Scout courts of honor. It really
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is a great opportunity to reconnect and
to be a part of Scouting. I enjoy going
to Girl Scout Gold Awards as well. So
when I go there, normally I will look at
the new Eagle Scout. I will talk about
how we are there to celebrate all the
merit badges they have earned, the
citizenship that has been reflected in
their actions, the character that we
have seen, and the service that they
have provided that now entitles them
to be able to have that red, white, and
blue piece of ribbon with a piece of
metal in the shape of an eagle hang
from their chest.

I also tell them they are ready for
one last test question. I will look them
in the eye and say: It has been over 100
years since Scouting came to these
shores from England, where Scouting
was first originated. So the question I
give them is: Over 100 years, how many
Eagle Scout Awards have been given
away?

These Kkids are really smart. Some-
how they are trying to do the math in
their head. I stop them, and I say:
Whoa. Stop. This is a trick question.
The answer is zero. They have all been
earned. None of them has ever been
given away.

I talk about how now, as new Eagle
Scouts, they have this tool chest that
they carry with them. They don’t carry
it physically in their hands; they carry
it in here. And it really is the prin-
ciples of Scouting, because we stop and
we start our meetings, we start our
meetings, we end our meetings, we do
our campouts and our Scouts’ own wor-
ship services. We are always using and
repeating the 12 points of the Scout
law and three parts of the Scout prom-
ise. We do that because we want these
boys who start out as young boys and
become men to have muscle memory.

Muscle memory is not just on the
good days where it is easy things,
where things are going well and we are
all celebrating and high-fiving each
other and life is good, but on the bad
days. Bad days do come. Life will be
hard at times. We want them, espe-
cially in those times, to be able to rely
on that muscle memory of those prin-
ciples of Scouting.

I talk about how in this Chamber we
are here voting. The chairman knows
this. There are 435 of us. It is kind of
interesting if you watch how people
make up their mind to vote. It is pret-
ty diverse sometimes. But for people
like myself—I will take the liberty. I
know this man well. This gentleman
right here, Mr. SESSIONS, is an Eagle
Scout. I fall back on the principles of
Scouting.

I ask myself four questions when it
comes time to vote. The first question
is: In the decision I am about to make,
what is my duty to God? Is the decision
righteous according to God’s Word and
my faith?

Now, I said there are four questions.
But if the answer is ‘“no’ on the first
one, I don’t go on to two, three, and
four. I stop right there. If the answer is
“‘yes,” then the next question is: In the
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decision I am about to make, what is
my duty to country? What does the
Constitution have to say about this de-
cision that is before us?

The third question I ask is: In the de-
cision I am about to make, what is my
duty to others?

Now, that one is a little harder be-
cause that is like: How does this im-
pact more than 730,000 citizens that I
have the privilege and honor to rep-
resent—16 counties, 24 percent of the
landmass of Pennsylvania?

Finally, the last question is: What is
my duty to self?

Now, for those who maybe it has been
awhile since you have been involved in
the Scouting family or maybe you just
never had that opportunity, there is
still time for everybody to get involved
and support Scouting. There are a lot
of volunteer jobs out there that can be
filled. What we mean when we say duty
to self, it is not self-serving. We define
that by in every action we take and
every decision we make, we are pre-
pared to do our best. That is a reflec-
tion of the Scout motto and the Scout
slogans. So those are principles as
Eagle Scouts I really do believe that,
by that point, it becomes muscle mem-
ory.

Any youth, for whatever period of
time they have the opportunity to
serve in Scouting, we know based on
the research division of the Boy Scouts
of America that it makes a difference
in their lives.

I will finish up with this. I have said
that, as a Scout Master for 30 years, 1
have seen this work its way out count-
less times, but let me take a personal
privilege and just mention three par-
ticular Eagle Scouts: Parker, Logan,
and Kale Thompson, my three sons.
They are all three Eagle Scouts. They
are all adults now. They are scat-
tered—if anything, maybe one flaw is
we made them too independent. They
are now flourishing, one in Elgin, Illi-
nois; one in San Antonio, Texas; and
one in Trenton, New Jersey. Inde-
pendent—I guess Scouting will do that.
You learn to fly as an Eagle Scout.

I will tell you what I have seen.
Parker today is a great dad. What he
does with his two little guys, I see the
lessons he learned in Scouting that
just come through in how he nourishes.

Logan, my second son, is a soldier.
Although I worried about him, I didn’t
worry as much when he was deployed
in Iraq and Afghanistan because I knew
that, as an Eagle Scout, he could han-
dle whatever came to him.

My youngest, Kale, is a music teach-
er today who nourishes and just serves
youth, Kkids in middle school, and
makes such a difference in their lives.

In the lives of my three sons, I see
how being a Boy Scout and an Eagle
Scout has made them better men and
made them better in all the roles that
they serve.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Eagle Scout GLENN THOMPSON, Eagle
Scout 1977. On behalf of Chief Scout
Executive Mike Surbaugh and Mem-
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bers of Congress who gathered together
this evening to tell another story, I in-
tend to do it again next month. I in-
tend to get JOHN GARAMENDI, who is
one of our dear friends from California,
Eagle Class of 1960.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Eagle
Scouts of Congress who had time to
come tonight, myself, CHRIS COLLINS,
JEB HENSARLING, FRENCH HILL, JIM
BRIDENSTINE, GT THOMPSON, I am
thankful for the hour you have allowed
us to tell the story about the Boy
Scouts of America, about
exceptionalism, about the Order of the
Arrow, and about the opportunity for
character to lead a great nation.

Mr. Speaker, we are thankful for the
time. We will be back. We hope that we
leave our campsite better than the way
we found it. That is what we try to do
every day.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FAS0). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleagues who, for the last
hour, have talked about an extremely
important part of America’s social fab-
ric: the Scouting programs of America.
I thank them for bringing to Congress
and to the American people the impor-
tance of Scouting at all levels. And for
those of us who have achieved the rank
of Eagle Scout, much was discussed.

Equally important are the men that
enter and only spend a couple of weeks
and do not pass beyond the Tenderfoot
level because they, too, have achieved,
at least in part, the opportunities that
Scouting presents.

I will talk about that more in the fu-
ture, and I will look forward to that
discussion. In the meantime, let’s see if
we can now talk about other things
that are before Congress and the Amer-
ican public.

Mr. Speaker, almost unnoticed as a
result of all of the issues—all of the
controversies surrounding the Presi-
dent here in the United States, the
controversies of Russia and Russia’s in-
volvement in the election, the firing of
Comey and the investigations now con-
ducted by a new special counsel, and, of
course, the President’s foreign travels,
with all of that, we have basically not
heard much about another extremely
important and quite possibly a much
longer lasting thing that has happened.

Today the President presented his
budget. A budget presented by the
President is often just waved aside by
the Congress and considered to be dead
on arrival, and surely this one should
be. But I want to back up for a moment
and I want us all to ponder exactly
what it is that the President has pro-
posed.
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Because, you see, the budget, wheth-
er it is a Democratic budget or a Re-
publican budget, an Obama budget or a
Trump budget or a George H.W. Bush
budget, those budgets are a statement
of priorities. They are a statement of
the value, the values that is what it is
that the President thinks is important
and how that fits into the American so-
ciety.

We need to really understand and
value the statement that the Presi-
dent, President Trump, has made in
presenting to us his priorities. We
ought not just wave it aside and say it
is of no consequence because, after all,
we are going to rewrite it and we are
going to write our own, which is the
tradition. However, it would be a gross
mistake not to analyze what it is that
the President of the United States of
America, the strongest, the wealthiest
country in the world, has proposed.

Take a careful look, America. Don’t
just brush it aside. This is what the
President wants. This is what he wants
us to be. This is his vision of America.

I must tell you, it is awful-—not my
words only, but the words of many Re-
publican leaders, of, obviously, the
Democrats.

Take a look, America, at what it is
he is proposing.

I am going to run through some of
this because we need to understand,
Members of Congress, we Americans
need to understand what it is that this
President wants us to be, what it is he
sees as America. I am going to go
through just some things very, very
quickly, and then we want to go into it
perhaps in a little more detail.

Medicaid is a program that has been
in existence for some 60-plus years. It
is a program that provides healthcare
to the poor. It is a program that pro-
vides care to seniors. It is a program
that is relied upon all across this coun-
try by families so that the children and
adults can get medical care.

The President has proposed, in his
budget, a $610 billion reduction in
Medicare on top of, in addition to, an
$800 billion cut in what we know now as
Trump and RyanCare, the repeal of the
Affordable Care Act. A $1.5 trillion re-
duction in medical services to the poor.
And they are not all kids. They are not
all families. More than half of that
money goes to seniors in nursing
homes.

This is the vision of the President of
the United States: $1.5 trillion reduc-
tion in medical services over the next
10 years to working men and women
just above the poverty level, to seniors
who are in nursing homes, and to
women and children who are below the
poverty level. This is his vision of
healthcare in America.

And that is not all. That is not the
end of the story.

In the 1990s, we knew that children
not covered by Medicaid or, in Cali-
fornia, Medi-Cal were not getting med-
ical services; and so the American peo-
ple, through their representatives in
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